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Older Adults in The Society
I grew up in a small, close-knit neighborhood in San Francisco, Carlifornia, with a population of around 1300 people, where our elders were revered. My grandfather lived in the proximity in the same small town where we all grew up. We were taught to treat older respectfully, with decency and compassion. Because of their greater understanding, wisdom, and experiences, we looked up to our grandparents and the elderly. In society, I noticed that older people were treated with tremendous respect. Hailing from a rural, close-knit community like mine, we respected our seniors as if they were relatives. We would hold doors open for them, assist them with shopping, and so much more.
Mentally sick people were shunned by society. I recall an older adult in our hometown who had a mental condition when I was still a little child. We were informed that he was a threat to society, and we should keep our distance from him since he was "mad." Regarding the language used to describe the older adults with poor mental capability, I am not sure what language indicated aging or older individuals with mental illnesses. The elderly were regarded as wise and well-respected members of society. 
Those with impaired mental ability, such as Alzheimer's disease, were considered to be passing through an ordinary stage of life (Buist et al., 2015). My family used phrases like "elder people" and "seniors." In this regard, growing up in a small town, you are constantly surrounded by people who care, and older individuals were never referred to as anything other than "elderly people" in our family. Overall, such words were positive since they got used to demonstrate respect for the older people in society. 
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